l6o                                  MEANWHILE
some paralysing inhibition. Evidently he had been reading
enormously as well as talking, and particularly he had been
saturating himself in the wisdom of Mr. Sempack. At times he
passed from pure colloquialism to phrases and ideas that instantly
recalled Mr. Sempack's utterances. Perhaps it was better that he
should learn to write from Mr. Sempack than from f schoolmaster
even though it was an Eton schoolmaster. The spirit oi all he said
was quite after her own heart. How could she ever have doubted
that there was all this and more also beneath his darkness and his
quiet?
To her his vision of affairs seemed fresh and powerful and
broad. How much he knew that he had never spoken ol belore
His implicit knowledge of the sequence and meaning ot strides and
Royal Commissions made her feel not only ignorant but un-
observant. She must have read of all these things at the time - or
failed to read of them. And she had led debates at bomerviile and
passed muster as a girl with an exceptional grasp ot social
questions!                                                                  , .
Well, she must read again and read better. She had thought -
before all her thoughts were submerged in her personal passion for
him - of some such fellowship as this that was now beginning
between them. In discovering Philip anew she was being restored
to herself. He wrote of his futility, but in every page she found
him feeling his way to action. Futility! She turned over that_seli-
revealing sheet with the word 'Organisation' upon it. Halt his
dreams he had not told her yet because as yet they were untenable.
She turned the sheets over again and again. He was a stronger
beast than she was: it showed in every line. His handwriting had
a certain weakness or immaturity; he spelt wildly ever and again,
but these were such little things beside his steadfast march to
judgements. He saw and thought and said it plain- He s a man>
she said and fell to thinking of what virility meant.
Comparatively she was all receptiveness. She perceived lor the
first time that there was initiative even in thought. I<or example,
the things he said about Lord Edensoke were exactly the things
she had always been disposed to think but she reflected with a
startled and edified observation that she had never actually
thought them. It was not merely that there was vmhty and
decisiveness in action, there was virility and decisiveness even m
mental recognition. To judge was an act. Always her judgements
were timid and slow. He crouched and watched and leapt and